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V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


i 


Statement 






Novelty (N) . Claims 4-11, 14 YES 




Claims 1 - 3 , 


12, 13 NO 




Inventive step (IS) Claims 


YES 




Claims 1 


-14 NO 




Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1 


~ 14 YES 




Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 






1. Reference is made to the following documents: 




Dl: GB-A-999 509 






D2 : WO-A-97 45227 






D3 : FR-A-2 512 717. 






2. The present application fails to meet the 




requirements of PCT Article 33(2) because the 




subject matter of claim 1 lacks novelty. 




Dl discloses: 






a protective cap (9, see figure 4) for two 




contact tubes (6, 7) of a welding torch, each 




of which tubes comprises a drill hole for the 




conveyance and contacting of one welding 




wire (1) in each case, said cap comprising a 




housing for receiving the contact tube, the 




housing being made of - or coated with - a 




material that is a poor conductor of 




electricity (see page 3, lines 


37-41) and 




having a drill hole from which 


the welding wire 




exits, two openings being provided in the 




housing for receiving* at least 


two contact 

/... ■ 
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tubes «, 7) and eaoh of said Qpen 

connected, in each case, to one drill hole- and 

protectee cap is in the assembled state - it 
coincides with the path of the wel din S wire ln the 
contact tube and „ ne 

tha , . . ' " conse ^^e. a welding „i re 

the dr.ll holes of each contact tube and each 

fur th ^ " e Pr ° teCtiVe "" " ^ °- 

further openrng being provided to receive further 

elements of the welding torch, in particular to 

recerve a sub-region of a torch body with the at 

least one contact tube secured therein, all the 

conductive elements cf the welding torch being 

covered by the protective cap (sS e figure 4 ■ 

Part 7 of the contact tube is covered) . 

in addition, a flange is mounted on an outer 

surface of the housinc TM , *i. 

lai3 flange provides 

securing elements for connection to the 
protective element e. A connection could also 
be made to a gas jet cf the welding torch 
instead of to said protective element. sl nce 
the reference to the gas jet in claim l 
constitutes only one possible use of the 
securing elements, novelty i s not thereby 
substantiated. 

Dependent claims a . M contain no features 
combrned with the features o, any claim to which 
they refer, meet the PCT requirements for novelty 
and/or inventive step. The reasons are as fellows- 
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the additional features of claims 2, 3, 12 
and 13 are known from Dl; 

the additional feature of claim 4 is obvious 
from Dl, and also from D2 (SiN4) / 

the additional features of claims 9 and 10 are 
known from D3 ; 

the additional features of claims 5-8, 11 
and 14 are obvious . 
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